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	The Conn New Invention



There was a fire on May 22, 1910 that destroyed the Conn plant. The plant was rebuilt in short order, though, and Conn produced a limited editon of horns for the rest of the year (and through some of 1912, it seems) to celebrate their rebirth: the New Invention model1. Please also note that Conn serial number and model data may have been destroyed, as well2: this makes serial number charts for this period a bit suspect (e.g., the baritone example I have above has a serial number that translates to 1909 on most serial number charts, but the horn obviously is of completely different manufacture than other 1909 baritones. Either the serial number is incorrect or the charts are off a bit -- or Conn had some older baritone bodies that they custom engraved and added customized keywork and a microtuner to).



Characteristics:
 	Single octave key and Eb vent key, as on the Wonder models.
	Pearl keys are introduced for this series only. They disappear after 1912 (again) and are then reintroduced around 1917.
	Straight tone holes.
	Models were probably available only in gold plate or silver-plate body with gold keywork or gold highlights, keeping with the "limited" idea.
	Horns may have some additional pearl keytouches (on one or more of the following: side keys, altissimo keys, G# cluster, etc.).
	Note that curved sopranos do NOT have the Mercedes-Benz-logo low C keyguard.
	All examples of these horns have exquisite engraving and possibly each horn had unique engraving.
	(All) models may have an early version of the microtuner neck. There are at least three versions of this neck throughout the years: the one found on these horns, the one found on New Wonder horns and the one found on the "Transitional" 6M and later -- I've found only one of these patents so far (the one for the 6M), but that's due more to the fact that patents before 1920 are inaccessible without a patent number.



The microtuner on the bari looks like it COULD be an aftermarket addition, but that's a violation of copyright and it'd be hard to cut-and-paste just the microtuner assembly from a newer alto or C melody -- and make the bore the right size.



Footnotes & References

		[bookmark: footnote1]See Margaret Downie Banks' Homepage (http://www.usd.edu/~mbanks/CONN8.html). The introduction date for these horns that Dr. Banks gives contradicts Steve Goodson's statement: "The 1915 horns were referred to as 'New Invention' models, and were awarded the Medal of Honor; a gold medal; a silver medal; and a bronze medal at the Panama-Pacific Exhibition held in San Francisco." I have not been able to find a listing available of all the exhibits at the 1915 Panama-Pacific Exhibition and Mr. Goodson has not produced documentation supporting his statement. (I'm assuming Mr. Goodson made a textual error and the date he wanted is atually 1912.) Also, note that the Conn company was purchased in 1915 and a new series of horns was introduced. I'd think that the Conn company would showcase their newest horns, not an older line produced by a different owner.

	[bookmark: footnote2]
See the Conn Archives main page at America's Shrine to Music Museum (http://www.usd.edu/smm/connarch.html).
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