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Sax on the Web / Hard To Find Saxes / Buffet Crampon S2


Next 20 Messages


mutha potamus User ID: 9600383


Nov 8th 7:55 PM


Howdee Guys!!  Sherry asked about the Buffet S2 on an earlier threat & I (along with others) tried to give her info about the horn,  The problem is that I tried the big search on the web for any info about it myself & came up with a total blank.  I was wondering if anyone who actually had any first hand experience with it had any thoughts about it.  I own one & think it's about average as far as pro horns go, lacking the "Selmer" resonance, but of good workmanship.  Any others want to give their thoughts? 


Marcel. User ID: 7357743


Nov 18th 2:45 AM


Sorry mutha potamus, I never tried a S2, but I can speak about a S1 (silverplated alto) that I tried somme years ago and it was really great. Mecanicaly excepcional (better than Selmer ? Maybe).I appreciate in particular the right hand keys of C-Eb. Iwas told that S2 was just the successor of S1, so I suppose that you own a great great sax. Lucky man.


Mutha Potamus User ID: 9600383


Nov 18th 9:09 PM


Thanks Marcel!  I like it, but finding any history on it's as hard to find as a non-partisan election official in Florida.


Marcel. User ID: 7357743


Nov 19th 4:24 PM


You have a great sax and a great sense of humor ... that's fine.


Steve Goodson User ID: 9036243


Dec 28th 9:47 PM


I'm showing my age, but I THINK I remember that the S-2 was marketed at the same time as the S-1, but was intended for the "jazz" market. I had a student in the early 80's who had one (don't know that I've seen another one since) and I recall it being brighter than other Buffet horns. Same great quality, just a different sound.


Paul T. User ID: 0547294


Dec 29th 10:26 PM


I have a broschyr of Buffet Crampon from early 80ies. They have there four sax models: Prestige(copper), S1, S2 and Evette. The only difference between S1 and S2 is, that S2 has not been engraved. I remember also, that S2 was a little bit cheaper than S1, Prestige was most expensive and Evette a student model.


Marcel. User ID: 0903294


Jan 6th 4:34 AM


And what about the S3 model. Is it better than SDA or S1 and what is the normal price for a used one ?


Paul T. User ID: 9823593


Jan 7th 4:15 AM


S3 ? Never heard.


Marcel. User ID: 0903294


Jan 7th 4:24 AM


S3 model is the substitute of the S1. I never saw it but I know it exists. If it's as good as S1 (I tried a S1 two years ago), it would be a great horn.


Mutha Potamus User ID: 8248813


Jan 7th 7:47 PM


They only make S3 in alto.  By the way, my S2 is engraved in a floral motif on the bell.  I've been told by my repair tech that my S2 is an intermediate level horn & that I should "step up" to a pro level horn.  I wonder why he's trying to sell me an Antigua then. Paul T:  How hard would it be to get a copy of that brochure off you?


Paul T. User ID: 9823593


Jan 8th 2:41 AM


Mutha, No problem at all. It is very large but,I try to take a copy regarding the sax page. Mail me your address: lehtoka@yahoo.com


Franz L. User ID: 9823593


Jan 8th 4:23 AM


Mutha, Buffet Crampon pro model saxes, Prestige,S1 and S2 have some special features from which you can identify them. The special adjustable RH D,C- key table and a hole on the neckpipe for the high Fis key. If you can find them, your horn must be BC pro horn. Buffet made these saxes from 1952 # 2925 to 1985 # 35733. After that BC continued  only manufacturing of Prestige model and I think that the other production has been sold to some other company. Maybe your horn is this later  production. Check the manufacturing number. I have S1 #312xxE from 1981 and E has also been engraved on the neck.


Mutha Potamus User ID: 8248813


Jan 8th 1:23 PM


Mine is 368xx, which I believe puts it at '86.  There are no markings on the neck whatsoever.  Did they downgrade the S2 after '85 to Intermediate or something?  It's got great tone with a  Selmer C*, but put anything like a Quantum Spoiler on it & it all goes to the In-laws house in a handbasket.  Anyway, it's got some structural work to the posts that need to be done, plus some other stuff.  I just got it back from the tech right before New Year's, so now I'm wondering if I should go ahead & get it sone or just find another horn.


Franz L. User ID: 9823593


Jan 9th 1:29 AM


I discussed with some guys in the gig yesterday and somebody told me, that BC closed the sax production(except Prestige) in Paris 1985 and Boosey et Hawkins continued it after that. If the construction is still same he didnt know. But anyway you mentioned an Antiqua sax as the alternative. It sounds like an Asian name. I recommend Selmer Paris or USA AS-100 instead. But if you are satisfied with you horn it is "pro" then.


Mutha Potamus User ID: 8248813


Jan 11th 4:29 PM


I really like the tone it's got.  After the info on what I've been given here, I'm almost 100% it's of B&H construction.  I won't be 100% until I see that brouchure that Paul T (Many thanks!!) is sending me. Like I stated above, I'm trying to get the finer points as to it's alloys, etc...  It's got some work that needs to be done that I don't have the tools or the skills to fix & it's going to cost me some coinage.  The info I get on it's lineage & whatnot is going to help me make up my mind on saving up to get it fixed or just go out & get another horn.  Here's a question...How do you tell if it's ribbed construction or not?  Alloys?


Jerry K. User ID: 9467593


Jan 11th 6:01 PM


Mutha, you can tell if it's ribbed construction if a number of the posts are soldered to a long thin piece of brass that is in turn soldered to the body of the sax. This makes the connection stronger and less likely to dent easily should the post take a bump.  You basicly are doubling the thickness of the body of the sax where the posts are attached.


Mutha Potamus User ID: 8248813


Jan 11th 6:27 PM


Ahh...I get it...mine's not ribbed for my pleasure...I wonder if the older ones before B&H were of ribbed contruction?


CHECKO DAVILA User ID: 0763414


Jul 5th 2:52 AM


Some 20 years ago I bought an Buffet Crampon, Super Dynaction,alto silver coated. I still play it today. To me is the best that I have ever tried. My problem is finding the original pads for it! I live in Costa Rica and don´t get a chance to go to France that often! Does any of you know if I can get them in U.S.A? My email is jazzjazz@mail.icr.co.cr Sorry for my english guys! Any help would be appreciated! Thanks in advance! Buffet is the s#$t!


Marcel User ID: 0903294


Jul 5th 11:42 AM


Hola CHECKO DAVILA, Yo tengo un SDA tenor tambien ... pero lo compre y todavia no lo vi. Soy Frances y vivo en España. Voy a Paris la semana que viene y recuperare mi SDA tenor. Un saludo. marcelmunoz@wanadoo.es Lowell User ID: 9119483


Jul 9th 10:08 PM


What are the technical differences between a tenor Buffet S-1 and a Superdynaction? Are there any major tonal  differences? I like ny S-1 alto so much that I am looking for a tenor of the same model.





Marcus User ID: 9823593


Jul 9th 11:57 PM


I am not 100% sure, but the biggest difference is in the keywork.  SDA has not for instance this very technical right hand key-table.


madav User ID: 9892733


Jul 10th 2:15 AM


all the info about Buffet saxes (and some others) you could posibly want can be found at this great web site; http://members.nbci.com/saxgallery/buffet.htm


Lowell User ID: 9119483


Jul 10th 11:58 AM


Thanks Madav. That site is excellent for providing all the info and great pictures. I have it bookmarked for easy reference.


CHECKO DAVILA User ID: 0763414


Jul 18th 4:40 PM


By the way... How many SuperDynaction altos did they make? Marcel...Que te vaya muy bien!!! checko@costarricense.com


CHECKO DAVILA User ID: 0763414


Jul 18th 4:41 PM


By the way... How many SuperDynaction altos did they make? Marcel...Que te vaya muy bien!!! checko@costarricense.com


Marcel. User ID: 0903294


Jul 20th 10:45 AM


Hola Checko Davila. Hello Lowell. Finaly I received my SDA tenor and even I had a chat with the Europ Commercial Manager for Buffet Crampon in the late 70's (Mr Richard Scotto). In fact, my sax is a 1975 vintage. So it has the "Super Dynaction" inscription on the body but that's really a S1. Also, it hasn't the high F# key (in 1975, all the major other brands had it). Richard explained me that when he arrived at Buffet Crampon as Europ Commercial Manager, he asked to the factory to stop writing Super Dynaction on the S1 bodies and he asked  also to put the high F# in all the sax (so that's the case since 1977). I conclude that my sax is very particular : that's a S1 sax with the Super Dynaction inscription on the body, it hasn't the high F# key, it is in mint conditions (like new with the original lacquer), the bell is engraved and the keywork is silverplated. I heve also two explanations for you Lowell about the differences between S1 and SDA. The right and left hands holes are in the same line in the SDA and not in the S1. Also, the spatulas of low Bb/B is not articulated on SDA and it is on S1. That's all I can tell you ... with my bad bad English.  Oh no, I can tell something else, my tenor has a marvelous sound   :o) Marcel.


Steve Goodson User ID: 9621663


Jul 20th 5:03 PM


The S-1 series had a unique E flat/low C mechanism as well as an articulated (and way cool!) left hand pinky table. The original patent drawings for these great mechanisms are on my site www.saxgourmet.com. BTW, I have a very nice S-1 tenor and a near mint SD tenor for sale right now.


Tina User ID: 0896204


Sep 2nd 7:40 PM


I am a beginner sax player from Sydney Australia. I purchased a used alto Evette Buffet Crampon, and have had great difficulties with it. I find that if the mouthpiece is not put in a particular position, some of the high notes make a screeching noise. At other positions, some of the lower notes dont sound too clear. I have taken it to a very experienced repairer (and paid Aus$200)who serviced the instrument. However, the problem still remains. He has told me that he does not know what is causing the problem, and has never seen anything quite like it. He says it cannot be fixed.Has anybody had the same experience?  If it cannot be fixed, which student model would people recommend? Thanks!


mutha potamus


Sep 2nd 10:34 PM


There could be one of many things wrong with the horn.  It's hard to diagnose the problem(s) without having the horn right there in your hands to see, play & hear.  It could also be your embouchure.  Have you tried another horn using the same mouthpiece?  Have you tried the Buffet with a different mouthpiece?  Do you have a teacher?  If so, have them play the horn to see if they can figure it out. In any case, Yamaha YAS 23 is a great student horn made these days.


stevew User ID: 1662364


Sep 3rd 7:53 AM


Buffet Evette are student saxes which have been made in various countries, not in the same league as the SD or S1 or S2.  You should get a teacher or experienced player to try the Evette, I don't understand why a professional repairer should pronounce it unrepairable, unless some major part were lost or broken beyond redemption. 


